
 
 

The Global Nuclear Isotope Landscape: Canada's Role - Summary 

On February 7th, 2024, The Canadian Nuclear Isotope Council (CNIC) in partnership with the 
Organiza�on of Canadian Nuclear Industries (OCNI) hosted a webinar �tled "The Global Nuclear Isotope 
Landscape: Canada's Role." Led by esteemed leaders in the global and domes�c nuclear isotope industry, 
the panelists took part in an insigh�ul discussion on current developments, emerging challenges, and 
future opportuni�es in the medical isotope landscape. The discussion was moderated by Bill Walker, 
President & CEO of OCNI, who navigated the discussion to explore in depth Canada's vital contribu�ons 
to nuclear medicine, advancements in scien�fic innova�on, supply-chain challenges, and next steps for 
the industry.   

Panelists: 

• Jennifer Edey, Senior Vice President, Opera�onal Services and Business Development – Bruce 
Power 

• Dr. Mark Harfensteller, Chief Opera�ng Officer – ITM Group 
• Ram Mullur, Vice-President of Isotope Business – Canadian Nuclear Laboratories (CNL) 
• Lindsay Greenland, Vice President of Technical Services and Projects – Lauren�s Energy Partners 
• Moderated by Bill Walker, President & CEO of the Organiza�on of Canadian Nuclear Industries 

(OCNI) 

Summary: 

The webinar began with an explora�on of Canada's collabora�on with Indigenous communi�es to 
enhance opportuni�es in the nuclear sector. Panelists highlighted partnerships and equity stake 
ini�a�ves aimed at fostering economic growth and advancing isotope research, emphasizing the 
importance of trust and reconcilia�on in building a sustainable future for all stakeholders. 

The discussion transi�oned to Canada's adap�ve response to the growing demand for medical isotopes, 
emphasizing strategic partnerships and innova�ve approaches to produc�on and distribu�on. Panelists 
outlined key ini�a�ves, such as Bruce Power’s Isotope Produc�on System and OPG’s Target Delivery 
System, aimed at addressing supply chain gaps and posi�oning Canada as a global leader in isotope 
produc�on. 

A spotlight was cast on the current demand and challenges surrounding ac�nium-225, with panelists 
acknowledging the scarcity of supply and emerging opportuni�es for innova�on. Despite exis�ng 
hurdles, the panel expressed how overcoming barriers in the supply and produc�on of cri�cal isotopes 
spurs crea�vity and innova�on, introducing new isotope capabili�es to treat healthcare. Nevertheless, 
the need for collabora�ve efforts to overcome produc�on limita�ons remains a vital exercise. 

Canada's atrac�veness to interna�onal business was a key point of discussion, with panelists ci�ng the 
country's robust infrastructure, research capacity, and suppor�ve government policies as key factors 
driving interna�onal collabora�on and investment. The discussion highlighted Canada's leadership in 



 
 
isotope innova�on and emphasized the importance of research and development ac�vi�es in propelling 
the industry forward. 

Challenges and Next Steps: 

The webinar addressed pragma�c barriers to commercializing radioisotopes in Canada, including lengthy 
approval processes and workforce shortages. Panelists iden�fied the need for sustained government 
support, enhanced educa�onal ini�a�ves, and modernized regulatory frameworks to facilitate industry 
growth and innova�on. 

Opportuni�es and challenges within the supply chain were also examined, with panelists emphasizing 
the importance of infrastructure scalability, collabora�on, and quality assurance in mee�ng the growing 
demand for medical isotopes. The discussion highlighted the need for con�nued investment, 
partnership, and regulatory support to unlock the full poten�al of Canada's nuclear industry. 

Final Remarks 

This discussion highlighted the industry's commitment to innova�on and collabora�on, se�ng the stage 
for con�nued growth and impact in the global nuclear landscape. Knowledge-sharing forums as such are 
vital to ensure that Canada’s leadership in nuclear isotope innova�on remains impac�ul in advancing 
healthcare around the globe.  

About the CNIC 

The Canadian Nuclear Isotope Council (CNIC) is an independent organiza�on consis�ng of 
representa�ves from various levels within the Canadian health sector, nuclear industry and research 
bodies, convened specifically to advocate for our country’s role in the produc�on of the world’s isotope 
supply. 

The CNIC invites leaders from Canada’s isotope community and abroad to discuss common issues and 
strategic opportuni�es at the Canadian Radiotheranos�cs Leaders’ Summit 2024 on June 6-7, 2024. 
Registra�on opens soon – please visit www.canadianisotopes.ca or follow us on LinkedIn and Twiter (X) 
for more. To learn more about how to get involved, please refer to the sponsorship informa�on package 
here. 

 

 

http://www.canadianisotopes.ca/
https://ca.linkedin.com/company/canadian-nuclear-isotope-council
https://twitter.com/IsotopesCanada?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://s40421.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Summit-Sponsor-Opportunities.pdf
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